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      HENDRUM, MN

PRESENT:  M. Alm, C. Johannsen, K. Kjersten, and M. Smart. Also present: J. Alm, Chief Flood Financial Administrator, N. Kjersten, Clerk-Treasurer; Daniel Rust, Rust, Stock & Rasmusson, P.A.  Absent: M. Person, and J. Johnson, Maintenance Supervisor.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Johannsen called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  None.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Minutes from the regularly scheduled council meeting on December 12, 2011. 

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.
  



    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm, to approve the Agenda with the following additions:  under Nuisance Ordinance: 1) Storage Containers.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Financial Report and Claims: N. Kjersten presented the financial report.  Claims in the amount of $11,477.83 were also presented and reviewed.  Discussion took place.  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to approve the financial report and pay the claims in the amount of $11,477.83.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Fund Balance Policy:  N. Kjersten stated that the State Auditor’s Office is requiring cities to adopt a Fund Balance Policy, which is to establish specific guidelines the city will use to maintain an adequate level of fund balance to provide for cash flow requirements and contingency needs because half of the major revenues, including property taxes and other government aids are received in the second half of the city’s fiscal year.
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MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to adopt Resolution 2012-01, Fund Balance Policy.

Voice Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.                                       Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

RESOLUTION 2012-01 DECLARED ADOPTED.
Computer:  N. Kjersten reported that there have been some memory space issues with the City Office’s computer due to the addition of the new utility billing programs.  Discussion continued on what programs were needed for the new computer, which the council allotted for in the 2012 budget, and if the city could purchase programs with multiple licensing so that programs could be put on the city laptop as well.

MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve Jeanne Alm, using her discretion, to purchase a computer and program package for the City Office, up to a price of $750.00.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
UB Pro/Softline Data:  N. Kjersten stated that the service contract with Softline Data ends in January.  Softline Data has come up with a new online version that offers different features including credit card and online payment for customers.  Discussion took place on the cost, different places that offer service contracts and whether or not a service contract is needed for the programs.  Further research will be done.

FLOOD REPORT:  J. Alm reported that the final reports for the 2009 flood event were filed on November 30, 2011 and the City has received all but the final $1,155.35 of the 2009 flood reimbursement.  However, the City may owe some money because of the mitigation work at the lagoon that the City decided not to complete.  J. Alm also reported that she signed an amended Project Worksheet in December for the removal of emergency clay from the existing dike that was originally submitted as a claim by the Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) because the WRWD paid Zavoral to remove the clay as part of the new levee project.  FEMA wants the claim to be submitted from the City since the City is already submitting a claim for the removal of the emergency clay from County Road 106.  Once the City receives payment for the removal of the clay from the dike then the City will have to reimburse WRWD. 

LEVEE REPORT:  Discussion took place on maintenance of the new levee and if the City would be able to keep up on the mowing of the levee since there is now more acreage to cover.  Different options were discussed, but a final determination won’t be able to be made until the City goes through a growing season and determines if the City can keep up with the mowing.  

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  No report.
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MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Johannsen stated that he as well as Mick Alm have been selected to be part of a steering committee that will be updating Norman County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan which must be updated every five years in order for the county to be eligible for federal grant assistance.  
MAINTENANCE REPORT: Water Level Meter-DNR Request:  M. Smart reported that the DNR is requesting that the City purchase a water level meter, which is used to tell how the water usage in the City is affecting the aquifer.  The cost of a water level meter is approximately $370.  Tabled.

 FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Forsner repaired the valve that feeds the deluge gun on the new fire truck, which was scored from welding.  Forsner also repaired the foam unit, on which the valve was turned the wrong way.  The repairs are covered under warranty.    

 POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Discussion took place on the progress of the police bill for Perley.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Zoning Ordinance:  Tabled.

Building Rental Inspector:  Tabled.
Nuisance Ordinance:  Storage Containers: M. Alm stated that the storage containers located at 153 Highway 75 S are positioned to close to Highway 75, which could lead to snow removal and visibility problems.  Alm is going to check with MNDOT to see what the right of way requirements are for Highway 75.

FM Diversion:  No report.

Red River Flood Control Impact Group/Joint Powers Agreement (JPA): No report.
Maintenance Assistant: Mayor Johannsen reported that Wilbert Weippert has accepted the Maintenance Assistant position for $12.00 per hour.  Weippert is willing to work as needed. 

Post Office:  Congress had asked the U.S. Postal Service to postpone closing Post Offices until Congress can decide on a way to help Post Offices, which has resulted in the USPS postponing of closing post offices for six months.  
Evergreen Addition:  No report.

City Attorney:  Daniel Rust, from Rust, Stock & Rasmusson, P.A., attended the council meeting on behalf of Anne Rasmusson, who had a prior engagement, to discuss the possibility of Anne become the City’s new attorney.  Rust stated that Anne would be our primary attorney, however the other attorneys in the firm will be also available to assist the City depending on their areas of expertise.  Anne would charge the City $125 per hour (normal rate is $190 per hour).  Discussion took place and a decision will be made when the council approves the Annual Appointments and Designations. 
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Outdoor Sales Lots Ordinance:  Modifications to the ordinance for outdoor sales lots were reviewed.  The clerk will make the final modifications and send to the City Attorney.
NEW BUSINESS:  Annual Appointment and Designation, Resolution #2012-02- The Annual Appointment and Designation was reviewed.  The following appointments and designations were made:  Vice-Mayor: M. Smart; City Clerk-Treasurer: N. Kjersten; Fire Chief/Park Manager/Tree and Weed Inspector:  J. Johnson; Official Newspaper:  Norman County Index; Official Depositories:  Northwestern Bank (Hendrum) and Red River State Bank (Halstad); City Attorney: Anne Rasmusson; EDA Attorney: Anne Rasmusson.

MOTON:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm, to adopt Resolution #2012-02, Annual Appointments and Designations for 2012.

Voting Aye:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.
 
                           Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

RESOLUTION DECLARED PASSED
Annual Fees, Resolution #2012-03: The following changes were made: the On-Sale Liquor License will be increased from $400 to $500, due to the agreement that the Council made for the 2011 Annual Fee Schedule.  Outdoor Sales Lot fee will be $25.00.

MOTON:  M. Smart moved, seconded by M. Alm, to adopt Resolution #2012-03, Annual Fees for 2012.

Voting Aye:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.

                            Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

RESOLUTION DECLARED PASSED
Ad for Home Show/Concourse Booth:  N. Kjersten stated that Tammy Finney from New Century Press had called and asked if the City wants to place an ad in the book for the Fargo Home and Garden Show.  Discussion also took place if the Council would want to rent a booth at the Home and Garden Show for $450.00 to promote the TIF District lots.  The cost of the ad and the booth would be split with the EDA.

MOTON:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to place a half page ad in the book for the Fargo Home and Garden Show and to rent a booth for the show.

Aye:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.

                           
 Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Job Contracts/Evaluations:  Evaluation forms were handed out to council members for the Clerk-Treasurer and Maintenance Supervisor positions.  Job Contracts were also distributed to council for review and discussion.  Discussion took place on the 
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Maintenance Supervisor’s contract.  Changes will be made for the February Council Meeting.  The Clerk-Treasurer’s contract will be reviewed at the February meeting.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

January 9, 2012 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting

January 17, 2012 – Martin Luther King Day (All City Departments Closed)

February 12, 2012 – Fire & Rescue Pancake Brunch

February 13, 2012 – Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M.

The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on February 13, 2012.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nicole R. Kjersten

City Clerk-Treasurer

