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      HENDRUM, MN

PRESENT:  M. Alm, C. Johannsen, K. Kjersten, and M. Smart.  Also present:  N. Kjersten, Clerk-Treasurer; J. Johnson, Maintenance; Kevin Rude, Wild Rice Watershed District; Tyson Hajicek, Moore Engineering; Jerry Bents, Houston Engineering; and John Satrom, Northwestern Bank.  Absent: M. Person.

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Johannsen called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  John Satrom, President and CEO of Northwestern Bank, introduced himself and shared how the bank would like to help keep the community and relationships growing.  Discussion took place on how the impact that the community and bank have on each other is vital for both to grow.  John also stated that there have been no complaints on the transition of discontinuing the use of the bank drop-off box for city utility payments.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm, to approve the Minutes from the regularly scheduled council meeting on March 14, 2011 and the Minutes from the special meeting on April 4, 2011. 

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.



                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Agenda with the following additions:  under  New Business:  A. Tree Incentive Program; B.  Street Repair; and C.  Wages.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.



                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT: Council members reviewed the Monthly Financial Report.

MOTION:  M. Alm moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Monthly Financial Report.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.



                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
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Claims in the amount of $7,737.46 were presented and reviewed.  The Clerk had paid bills earlier in the month to avoid late penalties since the Council Meeting had been postponed for two weeks.  All bills paid had live signatures and were reviewed by Mayor Johannsen and are shown on the disbursement ledger.

MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by M. Alm, to pay approved claims in the amount of $7,737.46.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.



                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Annual Audit-  N. Kjersten presented an audit proposal from Hoffman, Dale, & Swenson, PLLC, which would be a three year contract, costing $6,950.00 per year.  N. Kjersten stated that Brady Martz proposed that this year would cost $12,000.00.  Discussion took place.

K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm to enter a three-year contract with Hoffman, Dale, & Swenson, PLLC, costing $6,950.00 a year, for auditing.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.



                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Utility Fees- N. Kjersten stated that there were some inconsistencies with the business fee breakdown and it would be impossible to put them into the computer system the way they were right now.  After working with Dennis Davis from Fineline, and talking to Tyson Hajicek, Moore Engineering, N. Kjersten suggested that the fees be set at the same as residential.

FLOOD REPORT:  No Report

DIKE REPORT: Mayor Johannsen stated that a few citizens had questions why the levy special assessments were higher than anticipated.  Jerry Bents stated that the dike assessment was at an interest rate of 5.2% and that all values are based on property values.  The City’s cost share of the project is 2% of the median household income.  Jerry stated that they have looked at all values, and the assessments look to be correct.  
The WRWD and Sandhill Watershed District have received a verbal and e-mail confirmation by the State of Minnesota to fund city dike improvement projects to a 100-year level plus 3-foot of freeboard instead of the original 100-year level plus 1-foot.  Hendrum will see a savings on the construction cost of the new levy since the City originally agreed to split 50-50 with the state the extra cost of building 2 feet above the State’s originally funded 100-year plus 1-foot of freeboard. 
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Jerry reported that the bonds have been purchased and twenty percent of Hendrum residents paid the dike assessment in full.  Because of this, options for the excess funding of the dike project would be looked into.  

Discussion took place on interior drainage issues and how it can be improved, the ability to access the levy around the storage retention ponds during a flooding event, and the location of future pumping stations.

 ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Well Update:  Tyson Hajicek stated that there is some work that needs to be completed before the project is finished including: turf establishment, burying an electrical line, and pouring concrete on the south side of the Fire Hall.  The roads will be filled with a new mix and then pavement will be laid on top of the mix, to repair damages made from the project.

Wild Rice Addition:  M. Smart stated an individual had asked if it was possible to buy a lot to build a spec home on.  Tyson stated that the benefits associated with the property come into play with the person who purchases the house and not the contractor.  Tyson stated that he was going to contact David Drown to get in touch with the Clerk to answer any questions relating to the subject.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Johannsen requested permission to attend the League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference in Rochester, June 15 – 17, 2011.  Cost of the conference is $195 plus hotel.

M. Alm moved, seconded by K. Kjersten to allow Mayor Johannsen to attend the LMC Annual Conference in Rochester, June 15 – 17, 2011.

Ayes:  Alm, Kjersten, and Smart.




                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

Abstained:  Johannsen

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
MAINTENANCE REPORT:  No Report

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  No Report

POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No Report

OLD BUSINESS:  Zoning Ordinance:  No Update
Building Rental Inspector:  Tabled until the City gets further information.

Nuisance Ordinance:  Nuisances were discussed and the City will follow up on violations.
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FM Diversion:  Mayor Johannsen stated that the Corps would like to hold a Downstream Informational Meeting concerning the impacts of the diversion on May 26, 2011 at the Norman County West Elementary gymnasium in Hendrum, open house at 6:30 PM and presentation at 7:30 PM.  The supplemental EIS is going to be released on April 27, 2011.

Red River Downstream Flood Control Group/Joint Powers Agreement (JPA):  Mayor Johannsen stated that there will be a meeting on May 4, 2011 to decide if the JPA is going to hire Lindquist and Vennum to submit comments on a the supplemental EIS on behalf of the Red River Flood Control Impact Group.  

Upper Becker Dam Appeal:  Kevin Rude reported that the final decision was to put Project D on hold until the WRWD is in a financial position to move forward.  The board is being fiscally mature, and is working to find funding for the project.  
Hometown Aditude- No Update 

Vehicles on Dike- Tabled

2011 Spring Flood:  M. Alm is going to check with Jeanne to see if it is possible to be reimbursed for street cleaning and storm sewer jetting.  Discussion took place about how gauge readings are not a reliable source for the City and how the City should get a painted stick to show where river levels are.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Tree Incentive Program- Discussion of the tree incentive program with Bergesson’s Nursery and Laughing Earth, where a resident can purchase a tree and the City will reimburse the resident 50% of the cost up to $20, took place.

K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to continue the tree incentive program with Bergesson’s Nursery and Laughing Earth to reimburse a resident 50% of the cost of a tree up to $20.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.



                Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Discussion took place and council agreed that May would be beautification month.

Street Repair-  Discussion took place on the street problem on Hancock Street and how the City needs to start planning financially for the expense of street repairs.

Wages-  Discussion took place on cost of living increases that were to be looked at in January for the Maintenance Supervisor, and Clerk-Treasurer.  J. Johnson stated that Michael Reyes, Maintenance Assistance, would like a raise as well.  Discussion was tabled so that research could be done on what other communities are giving for cost of living increases.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

April 25, 2011 –  City Council Meeting (postponed from April 11, 2011)

April 26, 2011 – Tax Appeal and Equalization Meeting

May 3, 2011 – Pet Clinic 

May 9, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:53 P.M.

The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on May 9, 2011.

Respectfully Submitted,

    §_Nicole Kjersten​__
   City Clerk-Treasurer

