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PRESENT:  M. Alm, C. Johannsen, K. Kjersten, and M. Smart. Also present: J. Johnson, Maintenance; and N. Kjersten, Clerk-Treasurer; Kevin Rude, Wild Rice Watershed District; Jerry Bents and Mike Burkley, Houston Engineering; Jeanne Alm, Chief Flood Financial Administrator; and Darrell and Carla Torgerson, City Residents.  Absent: M. Person.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Johannsen called the meeting to order at 7:28 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  None.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to approve the Minutes from the regularly scheduled council meeting on August 8, 2011. 

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
MOTION:  M. Alm moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Agenda with the following additions:  under Fire Department & Rescue Squad: 2) DNR Grant; and under New Business: B.) Post Office. 

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Approve 2010 Audit Report:  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to approve the 2010 Audit Report.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
N. Kjersten reported that there was no financial report as the recoding of the accounting program was underway.  The recoding is being done to simplify the accounting program for future audits and reports. 
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Claims in the amount of $52,479.35 were presented and reviewed.    

MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to pay approved claims in the amount of $52,479.35.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Approve 2012 Preliminary Budget and Levy:  N. Kjersten reported that an addition $5,000.00 needed to be eliminated from the expenses to balance the 2012 Preliminary Budget to cover the Principal Payment for the Wild Rice Addition.  Discussion took place and $1,500.00 was taken from Seasonal Wages, $1,500 from Park Share, and $2,000 from Gate Valves to cover the additional amount needed.

MOTION:  M. Alm moved, seconded by M. Smart to adopt Resolution #2011-08, with no increase to the Levy for 2012.

Voting Aye:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Person.

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
FLOOD REPORT:  J. Alm stated that she would be trying to set up a meeting with FEMA for September 23, 2011 to cover the 2011 Spring Flood.  Discussion took place on documents that were still needed so they could be submitted at the meeting.

J. Alm reported that 2009 file is still open and that the deadline for the projects being completed is September 30, 2011.  Discussion took place on projects that need to be completed and invoices that would need to be filed.
DIKE REPORT:  Jerry Bents gave a progress report on the levy improvement project.  Jerry also explained that the bonds that were purchased to construct the new levy were purchased before the state had agreed to pay for the 100-year level plus 3 feet of freeboard.  There is a surplus of money from the bonds due to the bonds being purchased prior to the state grant.  The earliest the bonds can be paid back is February 2019.  The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) is looking at options to borrow the surplus from the bonds to help pay for a different project.  The WRWD would then pay the part of the bonds that they borrow plus interest.  Options for refunding prepaid assessments and adjusting tax assessments were discussed.  A public hearing for the community will be set up in the near future.

Discussion took place on options for areas with drainage problems within the city.  Jerry explained that the ditches had been surveyed and at this time there is nothing in the plans to correct these areas.  There is an option of presenting interior drainage issues with the 
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state to see if the state would be willing to assist in paying for resolutions to these problem areas.   

Discussion also took place on the importance of road raises for the City of Hendrum.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  No report.
MAYOR’S REPORT:  No report.
MAINTENANCE REPORT:  Pump Two at Lift Station:  J. Johnson stated that pump two is back at the lift station and the thermals went out on the pump.  The thermals will be fixed on site with no service call charge.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  State Aid:  J. Johnson stated that the Relief Association retirement benefits had been raised from the $400 to $600 a year.  Fire Department minutes authorizing the raise need to be turned into the State Auditor’s office before the Fire Department will receive their State Aid.

DNR Grant:  M. Smart reported that the Fire Department was denied for the DNR grant this year.  In the past the grant had been received every other year.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No Report.

OLD BUSINESS:  Zoning Ordinance:  Tabled.

Building Rental Inspector:  Tabled.
Nuisance Ordinance:  Nuisances were discussed and the City will follow up on violations.

FM Diversion:  Mayor Johannsen stated that a group would be heading to lobby in Washington D.C. on the FM Diversion on September 23, 2011.     

Red River Flood Control Impact Group/Joint Powers Agreement (JPA): No Update.
Upper Becker Dam Appeal:  Tabled.  
Hometown Aditude: No Update.

Street Repair:  No Update.

Taxes:  N. Kjersten stated that Steve Jacobson stated that Greg Landa, County Assessor, is willing to attend a City Council Meeting in either October or November to answer questions in regards to values and taxes of properties located in Hendrum.  Greg would like if the City would provide a list of questions he will need to answer.
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Maintenance Assistant: Tabled.
NEW BUSINESS: Post Office:  Mayor Johannsen stated that the USPS set the date of September 28, 2011 at 2:00 PM in the Hendrum Fire Hall to discuss the possibility of closing the Hendrum Post Office.  Johannsen also stated that he has been in touch with retired postmaster Lyle Puppe, who has been able to help Johannsen receive information to help the Hendrum Post Office.  Johannsen stated that he has invited congressional aids to the meeting.    

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

September 12, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting     

September 27, 2011 – City Office Closed (Sale & Use Tax Seminar) 

October 10, 2011 – Columbus Day

October 11, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M.

The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on October 11, 2011.

Respectfully Submitted,

    §_Nicole Kjersten​__
   City Clerk-Treasurer

