COUNCIL MEETING                                       CITY OF HENDRUM, MINNESOTA

APRIL 9, 2012, 7:30 P.M.
 
   
      PO BOX 100, 308 MAIN STREET E.
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      HENDRUM, MN

PRESENT:  M. Alm, C. Johannsen, K. Kjersten, M. Person, and M. Smart. Also present: N. Kjersten, Clerk-Treasurer.  Arriving Late: C. Johannsen (7:35 PM).  Hendrum Township Officials Arriving at 8:00 PM:  Diane Brommenschenkel, Brett Holte, and Ann Tommerdahl.  Absent: J. Johnson, Maintenance Superintendent.

CALL TO ORDER:  Vice-Mayor Smart called the meeting to order at 7:33 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  None.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  MOTION:  M. Alm moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Minutes from the regularly scheduled council meeting on March 12, 2012. 

Ayes:  Alm, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent: Johannsen.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

Vice Mayor Smart handed the meeting over to Mayor Johannsen.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  MOTION:  M. Alm moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Agenda with the addition under New Business: Drop Box for Utility Bills.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Financial Report and Claims: N. Kjersten presented the financial report.  Claims in the amount of $7,761.45 were presented and reviewed.  Discussion took place.  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to approve the financial report and pay the claims in the amount of $7,761.45.

 Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Community Cleanup and Pet Clinic:  N. Kjersten stated that the Community Cleanup Day is set for May 15, 2012 and that the Pet Clinic will be held on May 2, 2012 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Hendrum Fire Hall.

Pop Machine: Discussion took place on the expenses of the pop machine and how product needs to be replaced, as it is outdated.
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MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to discontinue the pop machine in front of the Fire Hall.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Mayor Johannsen moved off of the agenda to the Park Update, as representatives from the Hendrum Township arrived.

PARK UPDATE:  N. Kjersten gave a financial report on the park’s checking and savings along with items that the park had paid for and that the Park still owed for 2011 mowing expenses.  N. Kjersten also stated that the City of Hendrum General Fund owes money to the Park Account as the Red River Valley Coop has been taking money out of the park account for the electrical bill for the new lift station.  

Mayor Johannsen stated that the City of Hendrum, Hendrum EDA, Hendrum Fire Department, and Hendrum Police Department are going to host National Night Out on August 7, 2012 in the Hendrum Park and asked the Hendrum Township to consider joining in the efforts.  

Mayor Johannsen stated that there is some upkeep that needs to be done in the park including the pavilion, the split rail fence, and the wiring.  Johannsen also stated that the City of Hendrum is going to start doing Community Cleanup Nights and that these projects could be done with help of members of the community and township.  Discussion took place on how the pavilion is in need of repair and how to go about restoring it.  Discussion continued on how the split rail fence is rotted out and is in need of replacement.  N. Kjersten stated that J. Johnson received a quote for approximately $1,200 until April 14, as the supplies are on sale. After April 14, the cost would go up $1,370.  Discussion continued on how the park has grant money to update the wiring at the park and different options that would be available to get the wiring replaced.

The township gave unanimous approval to get an estimate on the costs to restore the pavilion and also to purchase the wood for the fence.

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to get an estimate on the costs to restore the pavilion and also to purchase the wood for the fence.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Mayor moved back onto the agenda.
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FLOOD REPORT:  N. Kjersten stated that the FEMA funds, in the amount of $82,724.89, for the flood event of 2011 were received and that she needs to receive the spreadsheet from J. Alm on what funds the money should be placed.

LEVEE REPORT:  Mayor Johannsen stated that Jerry Bents, Houston Engineering, stated that putting the city signs back up is part of the contract with Zavoral.  Discussion took place on where to place the signs along with the pros and cons of each location.  The signs will be placed on the levee.

M. Smart stated that Houston Engineering would be coming on April 12, 2012 to go through a test run on the new lift station with City Staff.   

Mayor Johannsen stated that he along with Jerry Bents will be filling out a questionnaire and there will be a conference call with Roger Denick, FEMA Region 5 Support Center, in regards to the Hendrum levee system.  This would possibly give the City of Hendrum a chance to qualify for a PAL which would allow for a two year extension after the new 100 year flood maps come out for the city to get the levy certified.  

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  No report.
MAYOR’S REPORT:  No report.
MAINTENANCE REPORT: Check Valves at the lift station:  Discussion took place on how the check valve needed to be replaced as the lift station was re-pumping the water from the septic system to the lagoon, since it was re-circulating back into the system.  M. Smart stated that the two people J. Johnson deals with at ND Sewage Pump Lift Station have left to work at a different company.  They will be sending a proposal for an annual contract to the City of Hendrum.

Gravel for Lagoon & Black Dirt for fill:  M. Smart stated that the road to the branch and leaf pile is in need of gravel.  M. Smart also stated that J. Johnson has requested a load of black dirt to fill stump holes and fill the connection to the main for Tommerdahl-Holte Sales.  Discussion took place.

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Person to purchase three loads of gravel and one load of black dirt.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
 FIRE DEPARTMENT:  M. Smart stated that the Steak Supper was a huge success.  Mayor Johannsen congratulated the Fire Department on their success.  Discussion took place on the grass rig that the Fire Department plans to purchase with their profits.
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 POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No report.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Zoning Ordinance:  M. Alm made the revisions that Anne Rassmusson had suggested for the new Zoning Ordinance.  Council will review the changes at the next council meeting.

Building Rental Inspector:  Tabled.
Nuisance Ordinance:  No Report.

FM Diversion:  No report.

Red River Flood Control Impact Group/Joint Powers Agreement (JPA): No report.
Post Office:  No Report.

Outdoor Sales Lots Ordinance:  The clerk will contact Anne Rassmusson to ask for recommendations to add outdoor sales lots as a subdivision to the Zoning Ordinance.

Job Contracts/Evaluations:  Mayor Johannsen reminded Council Members to get their employee evaluations turned in as soon as possible, either to himself or the City Office.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Resolution 2012-04, Resolution for Beautification Month:  Discussion took place on how May has been declared Beautification Month in previous years and it works well with the City Clean-up Day.

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to declare May as Beautification Month.

Voice Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

RESOLUTION DECLARED PASSED

Community Cleanup Night:  Discussion took place on when to start Community Cleanup Nights.  Community Cleanup Nights will start May 2, 2012 and run every Wednesday in May.  

Tree Planting in New Addition:  Discussion took place on how planting trees on the boulevard along Hendrum Drive and the non-existing streets the east side of the development would be the first Community Cleanup Night Project and how many trees to purchase.  Discussion also took place on reinstating the Tree Planting Program, where the City pays 50% up to $20.00 on a tree that residents purchase from either Laughing Earth or Bergusson Nursery.  
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MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by M. Alm to reinstate the Tree Planting Program and to purchase fifteen (15) trees, with a budget of $1,000 - $1,500, to plant along Hendrum Drive and on the non-existing streets in the new addition. 

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Person, and Smart.


    Nays:  None

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Drop Box for Utility Bills:  Discussion took place on different possibilities for drop boxes for utility bills.  The clerk will research the drop off boxes.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

April 9, 2012 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting

April 25, 2012 – Reassessment hearing for the Levee Improvement Project (7:00 PM)

May 2, 2012 – Tax Appeal and Equalization Meeting (2:00 PM)

May 3, 2012 – Pet Clinic at Fire Hall (5:00 PM – 7:00 PM)

May 14, 2012 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting

May 15, 2012 – Spring Cleanup Day

Having no further business, K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm to adjourn.  Motion carried; the meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M.  The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on May 14, 2012.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nicole R. Kjersten

City Clerk-Treasurer

