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      HENDRUM, MN

PRESENT:  M. Alm, C. Johannsen, K. Kjersten, M. Smart, and S. Tommerdahl. Also present:  N. Kjersten, Clerk-Treasurer; Tyson Hajicek, Moore Engineering; John Kolness, and Stashenko Hempeck (7:15 PM), city residents.  Absent: J. Johnson, Maintenance Supervisor.

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Johannsen called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  Stashenko Hempeck addressed the City Council in regards to amending the lease agreement that is being drawn up between the City and Stash Hempeck for the Camp Property to have Stash pay all applicable taxes.  Discussion took place on the property lines for the Camp Property.
CONSENT AGENDA:  MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to approve the Minutes from the regularly scheduled council meeting on February 11, 2013 and the minutes from the special council meeting on March 4, 2013.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Smart, and Tommerdahl.


   Nays:  None.
Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  MOTION:  M. Alm moved, seconded by 
S. Tommerdahl, to approve the Agenda with the following additions:  under Clerk-Treasurer’s Report: 3) Bankruptcy Claim; Engineer’s Report: 2) Evergreen Addition (moved from New Business); 3) Highway 75 Improvements (moved from Old Business); and to delete under New Business: B. Norman County Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Smart, and Tommerdahl.


   Nays:  None.

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT: Financial Report and Claims: N. Kjersten presented the 2012 year-end financial report.  Discussion took place and council agreed to hold off on approving the year-end report until the April meeting so that the council would have time to review it.  N. Kjersten also presented the monthly financial report and claims in the amount of $23,096.46.  Discussion also took place on the CRA Payment Center bill in the amount of $298.45 and how it should not be paid as the City is still having problems with the tractor’s clutch.
MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm to approve the monthly financial report and pay the claims in the amount of $22,798.01, and to not pay CRA Payment Center in the amount of $298.45.
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Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Smart, and Tommerdahl.


   Nays:  None.

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

Clerk’s Institute:  Discussion took place on the benefits and costs of sending N. Kjersten to training to become a certified clerk.
MOTION:  S. Tommerdahl moved, seconded by M. Smart to allow N. Kjersten to attend Clerk’s Institute in Brooklyn Center April 22 through April 26, 2013 so that N. Kjersten can get the training to become a certified clerk.
Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Smart, and Tommerdahl.


   Nays:  None.

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

Bankruptcy Claim:  N. Kjersten stated that the City received a notice that a resident filed bankruptcy and they have an outstanding balance for utilities with the City.  Discussion took place on what actions the City can take and also that N. Kjersten is waiting for a response from the City Attorney in regards to the matter.
LEVEE REPORT: No report.
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM):  Tyson Hajicek, Moore Engineering, stated that on the Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps the entire City is in the new 100-year flood plain.  The maps are available for viewing on the DNR website, Norman County Website, and will eventually be on the FEMA website.  Discussion took place on a timeline of events including an appeal process and comment period and what the City would have to do in order to be in compliance before the maps go into effect in approximately 12 to 13 months.  Discussion also took place on how people may no longer be able to be grandfathered in for the lower insurance rate even if they had taken out flood insurance before the new maps went into effect.  
Evergreen Addition:  Discussion took place on ways that the City could extend water and sewer services to the Evergreen Addition for a possible new business and the possibility of connecting the sewer services to the businesses in the West Acres Addition. 
Highway 75 Improvements:  T. Hajicek discussed that the City may want to replace the water and sewer lines under Highway 75 and install a loop when MNDOT reconstructs the Highway 75 corridor through town in 2017.
MAYOR’S REPORT:  Refinance Debt:  Mayor Johannsen stated that he had heard back from David Drown in regards to refinancing the TIF District (Wild Rice Addition).  Printouts of the options were given to the Council.  Discussion took place on the different options and how they would save the City money.  No action was taken at this time so that Mayor Johannsen will have an opportunity to consult with John Satrom, Northwestern Bank, to see if the bank would have any options that would help the City.
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Discussion took place on Local Government Aid (LGA) which is money given to Minnesota cities from the state and how the governor’s proposal, if passed by the legislature, would reform the LGA formula resulting in an increased amount of funds given to Minnesota cities from the state and how this could benefit Hendrum.  
Mayor Johannsen stated that he had been voted in as a board delegate representing Minnesota Cities and Mayors on the Red River Basin Commission.
MAINTENANCE REPORT: Discussion took place on how 354 Main Street W. had experienced sewer backup.  M. Smart stated that he went to the residence and Laney’s had put a camera down the line.  The cause of the back-up was not City related and is the responsibility of the homeowner.
Discussion took place on how the PTO pump in the dike lift station was frozen in.  Mayor Johannsen stated that Mike Burkley, Houston Engineering, will be contacting J. Johnson to work on getting the pump unfrozen and figure out how the water leaked in so that the pump will be ready for a possible spring flood.
Discussion took place on the issue with the clutch on the New Holland tractor.  M. Smart stated that Titan hasn’t been able to correct the problem.
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  M. Smart stated that the remodeling at the Fire Hall is close to completion.  
M. Smart stated that the Fire Department’s Steak Supper has been postponed until 

June 15 2013 due to the weather and scheduling conflicts.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No report.
PARK UPDATE:  No report.

OLD BUSINESS:  Zoning Ordinance/Outdoor Sales Lots:  No action taken – on agenda for a reminder for a future work session.
Nuisance Ordinance:  No action taken – on agenda for a reminder for a future work session.
Nuisance Violations:  None.
Community Gardens: Since the area where the council wanted to put the community gardens may no longer be available, Mayor Johannsen asked Jerry Bents, Houston Engineering, if the City could use the levee improvement land in the northeast corner of town.  Jerry didn’t think that this would be a problem, however Mayor Johannsen will also consult with Kevin Ruud, WRWD, before the City takes any action.
Building and Rental Inspector:  Mayor Johannsen stated he was waiting to hear back from Brad Bail, Indepth Inspections, to get a firm commitment on the cost of hiring Indepth Inspections to be the City’s Building and Rental Inspector.
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Safety Loss and Control Workshops:  Discussion took place on how Safety Loss and Control Workshops would be held in Mahnomen on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 at a cost of $20 per attendee.  
MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Alm to allow City employees to attend the Safety and Loss Control Workshop in Mahnomen on Tuesday, March 26, 2013.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Smart, and Tommerdahl.


   Nays:  None.

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

NEW BUSINESS:  Spring Flood Forecast: Mayor Johannsen presented information on the National Weather Service’s prediction for a 2013spring flood and what the prediction means for the City.  Discussion took place.  The Mayor said he would monitor the situation and a new NWS forecast will be out on March 21, 2013.  

The Red River Basin Decision Information Network (http://www.rrbdin.org/) has released a new website dedicated to providing a one-stop shop for Red River Basin flood information.  The Red River of the North and Devils Lake Flood Information Portal (www.rrbdin.org/flood) provides immediate access to a wide variety of important flood-related information including: flood preparedness, response, and recovery; Interactive Hazard Map Service; National Weather Service flood outlooks and forecasts; and River gauge information.

EDA Appointment:  Mayor Johannsen stated that two seats on the Economic Development Authority expire at the end of March and that John Kolness, after 16 years of service, would like to retire.  The other seat belonged to M. Smart, who stated that he would like to be reappointed.  Mayor Johannsen stated that he would like to appoint 

Paul Baukol for the vacant seat and reappoint M. Smart on the Economic Development Authority Board.
MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by S. Tommerdahl to appoint Paul Baukol and reappoint M. Smart for the two open seats on the Hendrum Economic Development Authority Board.

Ayes:  Alm, Johannsen, Kjersten, Smart, and Tommerdahl.


   Nays:  None.

Absent: None.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

“The Forum” Article:  Mayor Johannsen stated he had seen an article in “The Forum” asking for people to submit an essay about why they think their city is special or unique for a contest to be featured as a city spotlight.  Mayor Johannsen asked Heidi Mann if she would write an essay on behalf of Hendrum, which she did.  Hendrum was recently chosen to be one of the cities that would be featured in the Fargo Forum.  Carrie Snyder, reporter from “The Forum”, was in Hendrum on March 20, 2013 and spent the day visiting with Hendrum business, the school, and the church along with different people in the community.  The article will be printed on March 25, 2013.
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National Night Out:  Mayor Johannsen asked the council for permission to register for National Night Out.  Discussion took place on the date of the event and the Mayor will be setting up a planning committee.
Trees:  Discussion took place on purchasing trees to plant in the Wild Rice Addition this spring and also on grants that may be available for the purchase of trees.
OTHER BUSINESS:  None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

April 8, 2013 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting
Having no further business, M. Alm moved, seconded by M. Smart to adjourn.  Motion carried; the meeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M.  The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on April 8, 2013.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nicole R. Kjersten

City Clerk-Treasurer

