HENDRUM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY




                        A Small City with Big Dreams 

Regular Meeting of the Hendrum EDA

Monday, August 8, 2011

Hendrum Professional Building Board Room

Chairman Kolness called the regular meeting of the Hendrum EDA to order at 6:35 P.M.  Board members present:  P. Dukleth, J. Kolness, M. Smart, and A. Nelson.  Also Present:  N. Kjersten, Secretary-Treasurer; C. Johannsen, Mayor; K. Kjersten, Council Member; and Audrey Swenson, Hoffman, Dale, & Swenson, PLLC.  Absent:  M. Alm; M. Person; and S. Tommerdahl.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  None.

CONSENT AGENDA:  P. Dukleth moved, seconded by M. Smart to approve the minutes from the June 13, 2011 meeting. Aye:  Dukleth, Kolness, Nelson, and Smart. Nay: None.  Absent: M. Alm, M. Person, and S. Tommerdahl.
APPROVE AGENDA:  M. Smart moved, seconded by A. Nelson to approve the agenda with the following additions:  under New Business: B. Brian Gunderson House; and under Old Business: G. Hometown Aditude. Aye:  Dukleth, Kolness, Nelson, and Smart. Nay: None.  Absent: M. Alm, M. Person, and S. Tommerdahl.

REPORT OF OFFICERS & COMMITTEES:  Chairman’s Report:  No report.

Hendrum Rec Club:  Discussion took place on how there is four members to the Rec Club and that the EDA would like the Rec Club members to attend the September meeting.

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report:  Financial Report:  A. Nelson moved, seconded by P. Dukleth to approve the Financial Report.   Aye:  Dukleth, Kolness, Nelson, and Smart. Nay: None.  Absent: M. Alm, M. Person, and S. Tommerdahl.

Payment of Claims:  M. Smart moved, seconded by A. Nelson to pay the approved claims in the amount of $288.82. Aye:  Dukleth, Kolness, Nelson, and Smart. Nay: None.  Absent: M. Alm, M. Person, and S. Tommerdahl.

OLD BUSINESS:  160 Rice Street South Property:  Mayor Johannsen stated the house has been taken down.  The sidewalk and clothesline will also be taken down.  Dirt will need to be hauled in.  The city will need to seed grass in September.  The cost of tearing down the house came in at $3,600 instead of $5,000.

Fence Replacement:  No Update.

Grant: No Update. 
New Lots:  Discussion took place on how the size of the south side of the new lots had not been shortened with the new levy.

Vacant Downtown Lot: No Report.  
Free Lot Program:  Discussion took place on the free lot program.  An updated copy of Housing Incentives and Free Lot Programs for 2011 New House Program was reviewed along with Free Lot Program Requirements. 

P. Dukleth moved, seconded by M. Smart to approve the updated copy of Free Lot Incentives and Requirements.  Aye:  Dukleth, Kolness, Nelson, and Smart. Nay: None.  Absent: M. Alm, M. Person, and S. Tommerdahl.  

Hometown Aditude:  Mayor Johannsen stated that Beth Christianson-Melby had stated that an icon had been added towards the top of the website homepage to promote the new lots.  Beth had also told Mayor Johannsen that she did not feel it was a good idea to promote free lots, as people will question why the lots are free.  Discussion took place on how the free lots could be promoted.
NEW BUSINESS:  Brian Gunderson Property:  M. Smart stated that Danielle from Red River State Bank had contacted the City asking if the City would be interested in buying the Gunderson property.  Discussion took place.  M. Smart and J. Kolness will set up a time to go view the property and report back at the September EDA meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS:  Trail: M. Smart stated that the DNR has purchased the railroad and how the bridges and trusses will stay in tact.  Discussion took place.

Post Office:  Discussion took place on how the Hendrum Post Office was on a list of possible closures.  Discussion also took place on how it will be vital for the community to rally together to save our post office.  

Used car dealership on Highway 75:  M. Smart stated that there is now a used car dealership on highway 75.  Their office will be located in the Tommerdahl-Holte Sales building.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
August 8, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled EDA Meeting

September 5, 2011 – Labor Day (All City Departments Closed)

September 12, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled EDA Meeting

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 P.M.

The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regular meeting of the Hendrum EDA on 

September 12, 2011.

Respectfully submitted,

    §_Nicole Kjersten​__
  EDA Secretary-Treasurer
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