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      HENDRUM, MN

PRESENT:  C. Johannsen, K. Kjersten, and M. Smart. Also present: J. Johnson, Maintenance; and N. Kjersten, Clerk-Treasurer; Audrey Swenson, Hoffman, Dale, & Swenson, PLLC; and John Kolness, Cindy Jensen, and Angie Nelson, City Residents.  

Absent: M. Alm, and M. Person.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Johannsen called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZENS’ FORUM:  J. Kolness asked the council how the over bonded funds, which resulted from the state agreeing to pay for more of the levy improvement project than originally planned, were going to be reimbursed to the residents.  Mayor Johannsen stated that the bond cannot be paid back early, however there is a possibility that the WRWD will be able to take over the City’s over bonded funds for another watershed project.  Once the details are worked out the results will be presented to residents at a future community meeting.  

A. Nelson, C. Jensen, and J. Kolness stated that their property taxes have increased substantially in the past few years making it unaffordable to live in their homes.  Discussion took place on how the high property taxes are not a result of local City decisions, but instead of an unequal assessment throughout the City.  Mayor Johannson stated that the city has a Board of Appeal and Equalization Meetings in April and it is important that residents come to the meeting to bring these items to the attention of the County Assessor.  Mayor Johannsen also stated that if residents are unhappy, they might write a letter to the Norman County Commissioners.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to approve the Minutes from the regularly scheduled council meeting on July 11, 2011. 

Ayes:  Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Alm, and Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten, to approve the Agenda with the following additions:  under New Business: B.) Taxes, and C.) Maintenance Assistant. 

Ayes:  Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Alm, and Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  2010 Audit Report:  Audrey Swenson presented the audit report from 2010 and explained how the City went from the Cash Basis Audit to Full Accrual Audit.  Swenson also stated that it took more time as the Clerk-Treasurer and Swenson needed to go through all of 2009 and 2010 financials to make the change.  Discussion took place on how the council would approve the 2010 Audit Report at the September Council Meeting so they would have time to read the report thoroughly.

N. Kjersten presented the financial report.  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to approve the financial report.

Ayes:  Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Alm, and Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Claims in the amount of $12,422.92 were presented and reviewed.  

MOTION:  K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart, to pay approved claims in the amount of $12,422.92.

Ayes:  Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Alm, and Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED

Drop Box: Tabled.

2012 Budget work session: Mayor Johannsen stated that the 2012 Preliminary Budget needs to be approved by September 15, 2011.  N. Kjersten stated that with just finishing the audit, the budget has not been started.  N. Kjersten also stated that she plans on getting the budget ready and distributed to the council within the next two weeks.  Discussion took place on when to hold a work session for the council to go through the budget and make any necessary changes before it gets approved at the September Council Meeting.  A date of August 30, 2011 at 7:00 PM in the boardroom was set for the work session. 
Sales and Use Tax Seminar:  N. Kjersten asked permission to attend Sales and Use Tax Seminar in Fargo on September 27, and the cost of $195.  Discussion took place on how N. Kjersten feels it would benefit the City to make sure that the reporting is being done correctly.

COUNCIL MEETING                                       CITY OF HENDRUM, MINNESOTA

August 8, 2011, 7:30 P.M.
  
    
      PO BOX 100, 308 MAIN STREET E.

PAGE 3 of 4


                 
      HENDRUM, MN
MOTION:  M. Smart moved, seconded by K. Kjersten to allow N. Kjersten to attend Sales and Use Tax Seminar in Fargo on September 27.

Ayes:  Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Alm, and Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
FLOOD REPORT:  Mayor Johannsen stated that a donation for the flood fight had been given to the City from LeeAnn Hall and Robert Blair of Ada.  Mayor Johannsen on behalf of the City of Hendrum would like to thank LeeAnn Hall and Robert Blair for their donation to the City of Hendrum.  
DIKE REPORT:  Mayor Johannsen gave a progress report and stated that the completion date for the Levy Project has been moved to September 15, 2011.  
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  J. Johnson stated that a call would be made to Tyson in regards to the area in front of the fire hall that is sinking in and will need to be fixed.  The repair will be covered under warranty.   
MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Johannsen commented on the possibility of Hendrum’s Post Office being closed and stated that he would be monitoring the situation.
MAINTENANCE REPORT:  Pump Two at Lift Station:  J. Johnson stated that pump two at the lift station was pulled out two weeks ago to be repaired.  The warranty covers the cost of parts, not labor and mileage.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  No Report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No Report.

OLD BUSINESS:  Zoning Ordinance:  N. Kjersten stated that Sue Nelson had not received the zoning ordinance after M. Alm had e-mailed it to Sue, so another copy had been e-mailed and it was verified that Sue received the copy.

Building Rental Inspector:  Tabled.
Nuisance Ordinance:  Discussion took place about changing the number of days that a property owner has to mow their yard once they receive a nuisance letter from the City from 10 days to 5 days.

MOTION: K. Kjersten moved, seconded by M. Smart to make the amendment to the Nuisance Ordinance to change mowing notice from 10 days to 5 days.

Ayes:  Johannsen, Kjersten, and Smart.




    Nays:  None

Absent:  Alm, and Person.

MOTION DECLARED PASSED
Nuisances were discussed and the City will follow up on violations.
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FM Diversion:  No Update. 

Red River Flood Control Impact Group/Joint Powers Agreement (JPA): No Update.
Upper Becker Dam Appeal:  Tabled.  
Hometown Aditude: Mayor Johannsen stated that the new website (www.hendrumMN.com) is up and running.  There are some changes that need to be made.  Training will be provided for N. Kjersten to update the website as needed.

Street Repair:  Discussion took place on areas that are in need of street repair.  Council will get a quote for the cost of the repairs.

NEW BUSINESS: Sale of Real Property to Guttormson:  tabled.  

Taxes:  Discussion took place on property values throughout the city.  The City is going to talk to the County Commissioners.

Maintenance Assistant:  Discussion took place on hiring a Maintenance Assistant as Michael Reyes had resigned.  Tabled until September meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

August 8, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting     

September 5, 2011 – Labor Day (All City Departments Closed) 

September 12, 2011 – Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:12 P.M.

The above minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on September 12, 2011.

Respectfully Submitted,

    §_Nicole Kjersten​__
   City Clerk-Treasurer

